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SUBJECT: OPIC PROGRAMS IN JAMAICA 

REF: (A) STATE 229108 AND STATE 234349; (B) KINGSTON 6499 

1 . DEPARTMENT AND OPIC APPRECIATE EMBASSY SUGGESTIONS 
REF (B). OPIC, HOWEVER, DOES NOT BELIEVE IT POSSIBLE TO 
UTILIZE INFORMAL AND UNPUBLISHED SOURCES AND CALCULATIONS 
FOR DETERMINING WHETHER OR NOT INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES WILL 
BE SUBJECT TO PROGRAM RESTRICTIONS. 
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2. AS STATED IN REF (A), 1,000 DOLLAR TRIGGER IS ADMIT- 
TEDLY ARBITRARY AT THE MARGIN. POLICY IS DESIGNED TO 

FOCUS OPIC'S EFFORTS MORE SHARPLY ON LOWER INCOME 
COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY THOSE FAR BELOW THE 1,000 DOLLAR 
LEVEL. JAMAICA DOES NOT FALL WITHIN THIS CATEGORY EVEN 
IN THE EVENT ITS GNP SHOULD SLIP SLIGHTLY BELOW 1,000 
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DOLLARS FOR THE MOST RECENT YEAR. ALSO, SHIFT IN 
COUNTRIES FROM RESTRICTED TO UNRESTRICTED IN A SINGLE 
YEAR PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE VERY PRODUCTIVE DUE TO LONG 
LEAD TIME INVOLVED IN MANY INVESTMENT PROJECTS AND UN- 
CERTAINTY WITHIN BUSINESS COMMUNITY OVER ULTIMATE AVAIL- 
ABILITY OF OPIC PROGRAMS WHEN NEEDED. 

3. IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT IN APPLYING ITS POLICY 
EMPHASIZING LOWER INCOME LDCS, OPIC USES LATEST WORLD 
BANK CALCULATIONS OF COUNTRY PER CAPITA GNP. 

4. EXCEPTIONS PROVIDED IN ANNOUNCED POLICY LEAVE OPIC 
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO ASSIST TYPES OF INVESTMENT OF MOST 
INTEREST TO JAMAICA, NAMELY PROJECTS SPONSORED BY SMALLER 
U.S. INVESTORS (NOW GENERALLY THOSE SMALLER THAN FORTUNE 
1,000) AND PROJECTS IN MINERALS OR ENERGY SECTORS. OPIC 
BOARD WILL ALSO CONSIDER ENCOURAGING EXCEPTIONALLY 
DEVELOPMENTAL PROJECTS NOT COVERED BY THESE CATEGORIES. 

5. A SEPARATE CABLE ADDRESSING BROADER ISSUES RE FUTURE 
OPIC PROGRAM IN JAMAICA IS IN CLEARANCE. VANCE 
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